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Choosing Subjects for 
Leaving Certificate 



This Evening’s task 
 

 

 

To assist you in helping your child 
make wise choices  

for the Leaving Certificate 



The Process? 
• Subject Choice Classes 

• Parents Evening 

• Subject Choice booklet 
– Teachers/Website 

– Student Subject Project - TY 

• Group Meetings 

• 1:1 appointments 
– Aptitude Feedback 

– Subject Choice Discussion 

 

 



Background information  

– Students take 7 subjects: 

– 3 Core subjects, Irish*, English, Maths 

– 4 Elective subjects 

 



MODERN LANGUAGES 
 

• FRENCH 

 

• SPANISH 

 
– Oral – 20-25% 

– Written – 55% 

– Aural – 20-25% 

 



BUSINESS 
 

• BUSINESS 

 

• ACCOUNTING 

 

• ECONOMICS 



LABORATORY 
SCIENCES  

• PHYSICS 

 

• CHEMISTRY 

 

• BIOLOGY 

 

• AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
• 25% Practical 



CREATIVE 
 

• ART 
– 62.5% Practical 

– 37.5% Written 

 

 
•MUSIC 

•50% Performance 

•25% Listening 

•25% Composition 

 



Creative & Practical 
 

• Technology 
– 50% Practical 

– 50% Written 

 

• Design Communication Graphics 
– 40% Assignment 

– 60% Terminal Paper 



HUMANITIES & 
SOCIAL 

• HISTORY 

 

• GEOGRAPHY*  

 

 

• HOME ECONOMICS  

SOCIAL & SCIENTIFIC 



WHAT DOES ALL THIS 
TELL US? 

 

 

• Confused? 



SUBJECT / COURSE 
CONNECTIONS 

 Sometimes there are obvious 
connections to certain courses 

 
    Sciences and Medicine 

 
     Art and Design courses 

 
         Music and Music Performance 



SUBJECT / COURSE 
CONNECTIONS 
Some are not so obvious 

 

History and Law 

 

Maths and Engineering 

 

Chemistry and Dietetics 



Aptitude & Subject Choice 
Verbal reasoning:  
 Language 
 History 
 Business 
 Biology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quantitative: 
 Physics 
 Chemistry 
 Economics 
 Accounting 
 

 
 
 

 
  

,  

Non Verbal: 

History 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Economics 

 

Spatial Reasoning: 

Art 

Applied Maths* 

Physics 

Home Economics 



CONSIDERATION TO: 
– Aptitudes 

– Achievements 

– Information 

– Options 

– Hopes & Aspirations 

– Interests 

 

 



AND ABOVE ALL  
 

 

 

WHAT THEY ENJOY 



In Summary… 
• 7 Subjects 

– 3 Core 

– 4 Choices 
1. Ideally you like them all 

2. You need 

3. Suits you 

4. That you can do well in 
 



 



Level of Study 
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Grades & Points  

% Grade H Points O Points 

90-100 A1 100 60 

85-89 A2 90 50 

80-84 B1 85 45 

75-79 B2 80 40 

70-74 B3 75 35 

65-69 C1 70 30 

60-64 C2 65 25 

55-59 C3 60 20 

50-54 D1 55 15 

45-49 D2 50 10 

40-44 D3 45 5 





Points 

• Points are based on your top 6 subjects 

• You can include any subject 

• You do not have to include certain subjects 

• Convert grades to points, add 25 points to your 

Honours Maths result, then add up your top six 



Bonus Points 4 Maths 





No language? 

Courses requiring a 3rd Language 

Over 1,000 Courses out of 1,463 do not need a 3rd 
Language* 

300+ courses may require Spanish - 3 Courses 
specifically require it* 

400+ courses may require French - 13 courses 
specifically require it* 

Information sourced on Qualifax Jan 15 

Subject Requirements.xlsx


Lab Science Subject? 

1,000+* courses do not require a laboratory science subject 

217 courses may require Biology - 2 courses specifically require it 

212 courses may require Chemistry – 7 courses specifically require it 

215 courses may require Physics - 1 course specifically requires it 

Information sourced on Qualifax Jan 15 



Courses requiring Maths 

• 1,103 courses requires students to get a pass in Maths 

• 200+ courses that do not require Maths at any level 

• 409 courses accept Foundation Level Maths 

• 62 Courses have a specific requirement of Higher Level Maths 

Information sourced on Qualifax Jan 15 



Third Level Requirements 

• Vast majority will want to progress to 

Third Level 

• Core subjects for all – 6 subjects 

• Taking a science and a language 

meets entry requirements for 99% 

courses 

• Some specific requirements  

• Non-scientific students unlikely to want 

place on science related course 

 

http://www.nuigalway.ie/index.html
http://www.ait.ie/


 



Third Level Requirements 

• NUI’s in General: 
– HC3 x 2 + OD3 x 4 = 2H5 + 406/H7 

 to include Irish, English & language* 
• TCD* 

– HC3 x 3 + OD3 x 3  = 3H5 + 3O6/H7 
to include English, Maths & language 

• DCU, UL, DIT and other IT’s 
– HC3 x 2 + OD3 x 4  = 2H5 X2 + 4O6/H7 

to include English or Irish & Maths 
 



Science Requirements 
Ag Science, Biology, Physics or Chemistry 

satisfy most 
Exceptions:  

• Trinity 

– 2 Sciences Req for Med. Dentistry Genetics Human Health  

– Chemistry & other incl Geography for Pharmacy 

– 2 Science incl Geography & Maths Physiotherapy 

– HB3 in both Maths & Physics for Physics 

• UCD 

– HC3 Chemistry Veterinary Medicine. 

• UCC 

– 2 sciences including Chemistry for Medicine, Dentistry & 
Pharmacy 

• DIT 

– HC3 Chemistry for Dietetics & Public Health 

 



Information 
• Read information supplied 

• Consult www.qualifax.ie and 
www.cao.ie, www.careersportal.ie  

• Review information on school website 

• Consider ‘tastings’ this year for TY 

• Take advice from teachers 

• Avoid mistakes in subject choice 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/


Leaving Certificate 
Vocational Programme 



In summary 
• Designed to foster a spirit of enterprise, 

adaptability and initiative, developing 
communicative, interpersonal, vocational and 
technological skills 

• Students are ‘being judged by a new yardstick; 
not just how smart they are, but also how they 
handle themselves and each other’ 

• The programme concentrates more on learning 
through doing 

 



 
LCVP Structure 

 2 Link Modules  

Modern 

European 

Language  

Vocational 

Subject 

Vocational  

Subject 

Other LC 

Subjects 

Most LCVP Students take seven Leaving Certificate 

Subjects plus the Link Modules 

Irish 



LCVP Link Modules 

   The LCVP is divided into two 
different modules: 

 
1. Preparation for the   

   World of Work 
 

2. Enterprise Education 
 



Link Modules Assessment 

• The Link Modules are 
assessed by written 
examination and 
portfolio 

Portfolio

Written

40%
60%



LINK MODULES  
 

RESULTS 
 

  Distinction 80% - 100% 66 Points 
 Merit   65% -  79% 46 Points 
 Pass   50% -  64% 28 Points 



Vocational Subject Groupings (VSGs)  
Specialist Groupings 

1 DCG and Technology   
2 Physics and Technology or DCG 

3 Agricultural Science and Technology or DCG 

4 Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics  

5 Home Economics; Agricultural Science; Biology - Any Two 
6 Home Economics and Art - Design Option or Craft Option 
7 Accounting; Business; Economics - Any two   
8 Physics and Chemistry 
9 Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry 

10 Biology and Agricultural Science 

11 Art - Design Option or Craft Option and DCG 
Services Groupings 

12 Technology  or DCG and Accounting or Business or Economics 
13 Home Economics and Accounting or Business or Economics 
14 Agricultural Science and Accounting or Business or Economics 
15 Art  Design or Craftwork Option and Accounting or Business or Economics 
16 Music and Accounting or Business or Economics 



IT Resources 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



The process 

• ‘Open choice’ – up until Friday  12th February 2016 

– (6 choices in order of preference) 

• School arranges timetable to suit maximum number 

– Subjects blocked 

• Take one from each block 



 



 



Timetable blocks 
• Designed to facilitate meeting 

requirements for Third Level 

• Arranged to maximise combinations 
using staff resources  

• Aim to offer something for everyone 

• N.B. We may not be able to 
accommodate everybody’s 
preferences but we will try! 
 



Blocks 
1  Spanish Chemistry Biology Business Art 

2  French Physics Chemistry History Geography 

3  Ag Science Biology DCG Accounting Music 

4 French Biology Economics Technology Home Ec 



How it has worked in 
the past? 

• 60 - 70% of students get their top 4 

25 - 35% get 4 out of 5 

• 5% -  3/4 out of 6 



What if I don’t get my 
subjects I want 

• Your child will have a meeting with 

the Guidance Counsellor if they do 

not get their choices 

Changing Subjects in September will 

not be accommodated 

Outside Subjects – Please Note 



If you need help?  

• Website - Subject Choice Presentation, 

booklet & Project  

• Speak with your child, students to speak 

with Teachers 

• Guidance appointment 



 



 





Summer Schools/College 
Experiences 

• NUIG – Usually last week of June 
– Computer Science, Business, Science, 

Engineering & Nursing 

• UCD – Usually 1st week in June – need 
to register with myucd.ie to keep up 
to date – 5th Years priority 

• NUIM – Middle of June 



 






